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It´s 11 years now that Johansson’s (2009: 41) claimed that more systematic studies are 

needed in order to test the benefits of DDL and to discuss ‘students’ problems with corpus 

investigation’. The meta-analyses carried out by Boulton & Cobb (2017) and Lee, 

Warschauer & Lee (2018) have cast robust results on the benefits of DDL. Boulton & 

Cobb found average effect sizes of 1.50 for pre/posttest designs and 0.95 for 

control/experimental designs. Lee, Warschauer & Lee (2018) have reported a medium-

sized effect of corpus use on vocabulary learning. Overall, these are medium or large 

effect sizes that support the use of DDL for language learning. The second claim presents 

researchers with different angles to exploit, and can possibly be studied using different 

approaches and foci. Chambers (2005: 111) called for further research that looks at ‘the 

integration of corpora and concordancing in the language-learning environment’, and 

Pérez-Paredes et al. (2012: 499-500) noted that few studies have examined the interaction 

of learners with corpora and, as an extension, how learning happens. This study 

problematized the role of learners as researchers as it was found that only a small 

percentage of the searches either were effective or showed the minimum levels of 

sophistication needed to carry out the task at hand.  

 

DDL research has paid considerable attention to measuring the outcomes of learning, but 

perhaps not so much to what learning and how learning takes place. Lee, Warschauer & 

Lee (2018) noted that using ‘pre-selected, comprehensible concordance lines appears 

more effective in supporting their corpus-based activities’ and so does learner-friendly 

concordancer software specifically designed for L2 learning’, something that had been 

pointed out in Pérez-Paredes, (2010). An emphasis on technology and tools is manifest. 

In this talk I will examine one of those angles that need further attention: learning. I will 

draw on the systematic review of the uses and spread of data-driven learning (DDL) and 

corpora in language learning and teaching across five major CALL-related journals 

during the 2011–2015 period in Pérez-Paredes (2019). This review examined 32 research 

papers published in high rank CALL journals and concluded that the normalization (Bax, 

2003) of corpus use in language education has only taken place in a limited number of 

contexts, mostly in Higher Education, where language teachers and DDL researchers 

subsume overlapping roles. This finding echoes Boulton’s (2017) call to widen the scope 

of our research to a more comprehensive spectrum of learning contexts. I will outline a 

taxonomy of language learning focus, learners´ abilities and processes advocated in the 

body of research examined that can enhance our understanding of the role played by 

learning in future data-driven language learning theory or theories. 

 

This talk seeks to contribute to previous work that has tried to bridge the gap between 

research and practice (Chambers, 2019). I will argue that DDL researchers need to move 

away from a technology-oriented DDL (Godwin-Jones, 2017) and pursue efforts that 

widen our understanding of the contributions of DDL to SLA, the contributions of SLA 

to DDL, and the in-depth analysis of the role of DDL in the broader language learning 

context, including the use of cognitive strategies (Lee, Warschauer & Lee, 2020).  
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