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Despite the seminal contributions of 19th century European phoneticians to foreign language (L2) 

education methodology (e.g. Paul Passy and the founders of the International Phonetic 

Association, cf. Durand 2017; Galazzi 2002), the ‘pronunciation’ component in L2 education has 

almost always been overshadowed by its lexical and grammatical counterparts in the fields of 

Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and L2 educational methods. However, thanks to the work 

accomplished over the past 10 years in L2 phonetics and phonology, pronunciation has turned –  

according to some prominent scholars in the field – from being the “Cinderella” of SLA to being 

the “Belle of the Ball” (Derwing 2019: 27), a view which must still find its way into the subfield 

of applied corpus linguistics and data-driven learning (DDL) and teaching. In fact “pronunciation” 

is not included in the language aspects (vocabulary, lexicogrammar, grammar, discourse) 

examined in the meta-analysis of corpus use in language learning carried out by Boulton and 

Cobb (2017: 380); it is absent from the introductory article in a special issue of Language 

Learning and Technology dedicated to corpora in language learning and teaching (Vyatkina & 

Boulton 2017); and it seems to be only significantly mentioned once (Meunier 2019) in a recent 

volume dedicated to data-driven learning “for the next generation” (Crosthwaite 2019). Likewise, 

in the TaLC2018 book of abstracts, only one paper (out of 173) examines pronunciation issues in 

an English for Specific Purposes context (Staples 2018), while another one simply mentions the 

pronunciation dimension in the description of its spoken corpus data collection protocol (Abe, 

Kondo, Kobayashi, Murakami & Fujiwara 2018). Therefore, five years after the publication of 

the Oxford Handbook of Corpus Phonology (Durand, Gut & Kristoffersen 2014) – which 

includes one chapter on corpus phonology and SLA (Gut 2014) – it seems to be the right time for 

a plenary talk on the topic of Pronunciation and Teaching and Language Corpora – especially as, 

in the meantime, international pronunciation-focused conferences such as Pronunciation in 

Second Language Learning and Teaching welcome, as plenary speakers, famous corpus linguists 

such as Douglas Biber (whose “former life” actually included articles on accent in Somali and 

contour tones, Biber 2019). 

 

The core of this talk – adding an extra French flavor to the Perpignan-based TaLC2020 – will 

rely on the output of the international and collaborative work carried out within the framework of 

the PFC project (phonology of contemporary French, Durand, Laks & Lyche 2002), especially its 

education-oriented applied offshoots, namely PFC-EF (PFC for French education, Detey, Durand, 

Laks & Lyche 2016) and IPFC (Interphonology of Contemporary French, Detey, Racine, 

Kawaguchi & Eychenne 2016). After a short presentation of the historical foundations of the 

project and its resulting corpus (https://www.projet-pfc.net/), the talk will tackle three main 

issues: 1) the relevance of spoken corpora and DDL for L2 pronunciation teaching and learning; 

2) the relevance of spoken corpora and DDL for language awareness education both in L1 and L2 

at the pronunciation level and beyond; 3) the challenges embedded in the design of a spoken 

corpus-based L2 pronunciation education programme in the light of contemporary corpus-based 

and DDL-oriented pedagogy (Boulton & Tyne 2014, Tyne et al. 2014).  

 

While Biber (2019) tried to convince applied phonologists/phoneticians at PSLLT2019 that they 

needed to know grammar to teach pronunciation, this talk will aim at highlighting the fact that 

corpus linguistics and pronunciation teaching are not so disconnected, especially when it is 



looked at from a psycholinguistic (hybrid models of speech processing, Nguyen, Wauquier & 

Tuller 2009) and a sociolinguistic (variationist approach of speech, Durand, Laks & Lyche 2016) 

perspectives (Detey 2009, 2010). This, in turn, should stress the importance of pronunciation 

skills (both in perception and in production) in the (initial) acquisition of the lexicogrammatical 

component of the L2 at stake, and therefore possibly convince applied corpus linguists that they 

cannot fully overlook pronunciation to teach grammar... 
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