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The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) is perhaps the most widely used online 

corpus. In this presentation, I will discuss the important additions and improvements that were 

made to the corpus in early 2020. These include: 

 

1. More recent: COCA now includes texts through Dec 2019, including about 50 million words 

of data from 2018 and 2019. 

1. Size: COCA is now about one billion words in size (about double the previous size), which 

means that it provides much better data for medium and lower-frequency words and 

constructions. 

3. New genres: COCA has been expanded from the existing five genres of spoken, fiction, 

magazine, newspaper, and academic, to include 370 million additional words of data from blogs, 

other web pages, and TV and movie subtitles. 

 

As far as changes that directly impact teachers and learners, the following are new: 

 

4. Frequency results now include links (for each matching phrase) to translations, pronunciation, 

images, videos, and web searches -- helping learners to move beyond the bounds of the corpus 

itself. 

5. Browse and search. Learners can now browse through and search the top 60,000 words -- by 

word form, part of speech, frequency, and even pronunciation, and then there are (for each word 

in the list) links to information for that word (see #6). 

6. Extensive information for each of the top 60,000 words, including pronunciation, images, and 

videos; translation of the word into 50-60 different languages; detailed frequency and range 

information; related words; synonyms, hypernyms, and hyponyms; collocates (now grouped by 

part of speech); related topics (other words that co-occur in the 500,000+ texts); concordance 

lines; and clusters (the top 2, 3, and 4 word strings for a given word) -- all with extensive links 

between each "word page". 

 

Hopefully, all of these new features will make COCA even more useful for teachers, learners, 

and researchers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


