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Since its inception by Johns (1991) in his work with graduate students at Birmingham University, 

data-driven learning (DDL) has had a long and productive association with teaching English for 

Academic Purposes (EAP). Indeed, in a recent survey Tribble (2015) points out that EAP courses still 

remain the single most frequent site of DDL use; moreover, he is optimistic about the further adoption 

of corpus approaches, a view shared by other researchers (see e.g. Boulton and Cobb, 2017; Chen 

and Flowerdew, 2018). However, despite some encouraging signs of increased DDL take-up, it is 

pertinent to ask just how extensive and deep-rooted the practice is among teachers and learners. Using 

data from the UK, this talk presents a longitudinal view of the adoption of DDL in EAP during the 

period 2009-2019. It focuses first on teachers, drawing on evidence of professional activity from the 

British Association of Lecturers in EAP (BALEAP), the UK association which promotes itself as ‘the 

global forum for EAP professionals’. The take-up by learners is shown through research indicating 

the extent of corpus use at a large UK research university over a period of nine years: 2009-2017 

(Charles, 2019). Taking both viewpoints into account, this paper will argue that DDL in EAP is not 

yet at the point of take-off. For teachers, there are several barriers to the adoption of corpus-based 

approaches, including lack of adequate exposure to DDL, lack of time to implement new approaches 

and lack of management support (Chambers, 2019; Davis, 2019). Insufficient time is also a key issue 

affecting learner take-up, along with the sporadic nature of their writing practice due to the many 

varied and competing demands of advanced academic study (Charles, 2014, 2017). The talk will 

conclude by referring to work on the adoption of innovation (Rogers, 2003) and technology in 

language learning (Bax, 2003, 2011) to suggest some strategies which could contribute to an increase 

in DDL take-up in the future. 
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