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  Totalitarian Experience and Knowledge Production examines, in a comparative 
perspective, sociology as practiced in six European Communist countries marked by 
various forms of totalitarianism in the period 1945-1989. In contrast to normative 
sociology’s view that such coexistence is essentially impossible, the author argues that 
sociology could function in these undemocratic societies insofar as sociologists succeeded 
in establishing relatively autonomous institutional and cognitive zones. Based on the self-
reflection of scholars who had practiced their profession during that period, the book 
reveals the tribulations of the scientific identity of sociology under the specific social-
political conditions of totalitarian societies. It becomes evident that the basic principle 
that made sociological knowledge possible was freedom of thought in search for scientific 
truth despite the ‘truth’ imposed by political authority.

All interested in the contexts and modalities of sociology in post-1945 Communist Europe, 
its institutional and cognitive development, and, seen through its disciplinary history, 
how it was able to function in totalitarian Communist societies.
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