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Biographies of the authors, who published in the proceedings of Sicilian academies between 1880 and 
1920 - Atti dell’Accademia dei Dafnici di Acireale, Atti e rendiconti dell’Accademia di scienza, lettere e arti 
dei Zelanti e PP. dello studio di Acireale, Bollettino delle Sedute dell’Accademia Gioenia di scienze naturali, 
Atti dell’Accademia Gioenia di scienze naturali, Atti dell’Accademia Peloritana dei Pericolanti 
 
 
1. Mathematicians who were or became university professors  
 
Vincenzo Amato (1881-1963) graduated from the University of Catania in 1901. He was a secondary 
school teacher and also taught at the University of Catania since 1901. In 1936 he became professor of 
Calculus at the University of Cagliari, Messina and then Catania (in 1941). He was interested in mechanics 
but then turned his interest to algebra, inspired by Cipolla’s research.  
 
Francesco Caldarera (1825-1920) graduated from the University of Palermo and then became professor 
of rational mechanics at the same university in 1860. He published several notes of rational mechanics 
and elementary treatises as well. He was a member of the Accademia di scienze, lettere ed arti (Palermo), 
Accademia degli Zelanti, and Circolo Matematico di Palermo.   
 
Francesco Chizzoni (1848-1904) graduated from the Politecnico of Milan in 1873. He taught at the 
University of Modena and in 1886 became professor of descriptive geometry at the University of Catania. 
He published papers on classic geometry of lines and surfaces, and university treatises on descriptive 
geometry. 
 
Michele Cipolla (1880-1947) graduated from the University of Palermo in 1902 and became a secondary 
school teacher. From 1910 he taught analysis at the University of Catania until 1923, when he became 
professor at the University of Palermo. He was an active member of the Circolo Matematico di Palermo.  
 
Ermenegildo Daniele (1875-1949) was one of Volterra’s students at the University of Turin and graduated 
in 1897. In 1913 he became professor of rational mechanics at the University of Catania. After a decade he 
moved to Modena and in 1925 was appointed professor at the University of Pisa. He mainly contributed to 
classical questions of mechanics and to potential theory. 
 
Michele De Franchis (1875-1946) was one of Gerbaldi’s students and graduated from the University of 
Palermo in 1896. In 1905 he was appointed professor of algebra and analytic geometry at the University 
of Cagliari, then moved to Parma (1906-1909), to Catania (1909-1914) and finally to Palermo as a 
successor of Guccia. He was a specialist of algebraic geometry. In 1907 he and Bagnera were awarded the 
Prix Vaillant of the Paris Academy of Sciences for a joint paper hyper-elliptic functions. He directed the 
Circolo Matematico di Palermo and Rendiconti.  
 
Gino Fano (1871-1952), one of Segre’s students, graduated from the University of Turin in 1892. Then he 
moved to Göttingen, where he spent a year with Felix Klein, and was Castelnuovo’s assistant professor at 
the University of Rome from 1894 to 1898. He was professor of algebra and analytic geometry at the 
University of Messina from 1899 to 1901, when he came back to Turin. In 1938, the Fascist Regime 
deprived him of his chair. He was one of most important representatives of the Italian school of algebraic 
geometry.  
 
Guido Fubini (1879-1943) graduated from the University of Pisa in 1900 and became professor of analysis 
at the University of Catania the year later. In 1905 he moved to Genoa and in 1908 to Turin. He mainly 
contributed to the theory of differential equations, functional analysis and complex theory.  
 
Giovanni Garbieri (1849-1931) graduated from the University of Bologna in 1870 and soon became 
mathematics teacher at the Istituto Tecnico of Reggio Emilia. Then he moved to Rome (1879) and to 
Savona (1881) as a secondary school teacher. In 1882 he became professor of algebra at the University of 
Padua; in 1889 he moved to the University of Genoa where he taught until he retired. He was interested in 
the theory of determinants, but he especially published several treatises of mathematics for secondary 
schools and university.   
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Giuseppe Lauricella (1867-1913) studied at the University of Pisa and taught in secondary schools from 
1895 to 1898, when he was appointed professor of calculus at the University of Catania. His main 
contributions concern mathematical physics and analysis, especially the theory of elasticity. 
 
Gian Antonio Maggi (1856-1937) studied at the University of Pavia and spent one year in Berlin with 
Gustav Kirchhoff. He became professor of Calculus in Messina (1886), then of mechanics in Pisa (1895), 
and finally was professor of mechanics in Milan until he retired (1925-1931). He was interested in several 
domains of mathematical physics.  
 
Roberto Marcolongo (1862-1943) studied at the University of Rome with Battaglini, Cerruti, Cremona and 
Beltrami, and graduated in 1886. He was assistant professor in Rome until 1900, when he became full 
professor of mechanics at the University of Messina. In 1908 he moved to the University of Naples, where 
he remained until he retired. His main interest was mathematical physics, especially mechanics and 
theory of elasticity. Together with Burali-Forti he published a series of papers in RCMP on vector notation. 
He also made important contribution to the history of sciences. 
 
Giuseppe Marletta (1878-1944) was one of Pieri’s students at the University of Catania. He graduated in 
1902 and taught all his life at the University of Catania as assistant professor (1901-1928) and from 1928 
as professor of projective and descriptive geometry. He had many students.  
 
Vittorio Martinetti (1859-1936) studied at the University of Pavia and graduated in 1882. He was 
professor of projective and descriptive geometry at the University of Messina from 1886 until he retired, 
except for the period 1909-1913 (just after the awful earthquake in Messina) when he was at the 
University of Palermo. He was a specialist of Cremonian transformations.  
 
Corradino Mineo (1875-1960) graduated in mathematics from the University of Palermo in 1900 and 
soon became assistant professor of Adolfo Venturi, who had the chair of Geodesy. He taught geodesy at the 
University of Palermo, where he was appointed full professor in 1922. He gave contributions to 
mathematics (especially rational mechanic), geodesy and astronomy. 
(http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/corradino-mineo_(Dizionario-Biografico)/) 
 
Vincenzo Mollame (1848-1911) graduated from the University of Naples and from 1881 was professor at 
the University of Catania until he died. He published on topics of elementary geometry, algebra and theory 
of determinants. From the twenties he also published a lot in Esercitazioni matematiche, the journal 
supported by the Circolo Matematico di Catania.  
 
Giovanni Pennacchietti (1850-1916) graduated from the University of Pisa in 1874. He was a mathematics 
teacher in secondary schools until 1888, when he was appointed professor of rational mechanics at the 
University of Catania. He published several papers on classic mechanics and mathematical physics.  
 
Mario Pieri (1860-1913) studied at the University of Pisa. After graduating (1884), he became professor at 
the Scuola per gli Ingegneri in Turin in 1886. In 1900 he was appointed professor of projective geometry 
at the University of Catania and in 1908 moved to the University of Parma. He was an excellent geometer, 
who also contribute to foundations of geometry. He is considered as a member of the Peano school.  
 
Gaetano Scorza (1876-1939) graduated from the University of Pisa in 1899. After being assistant 
professor in Pisa and Turin, he was a secondary school teacher from 1902 to 1912. In 1912 he became 
professor of projective and descriptive geometry at the University of Cagliari, then moved to Parma 
(1913-1916), Catania (1916-1921), Napoli (1921-1934), and finally Rome. His main research concerns 
projective geometry and group theory. In the 20s and 30s he especially contributed to the theory of 
algebras.  
 
Carlo Severini (1872-1951) graduated from the University of Bologna in 1897 and soon became 
Pincherle’s assistant professor. From 1900 to 1906 he taught at secondary schools in La Spezia, Foggia, 
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and Turin. Then he became professor of calculus at the University of Catania and in 1918 moved to the 
University of Genoa, where he stayed until his retirement. 
 
Giulio Vivanti (1859-1949) graduated in Turin (engineering) and in Bologna (mathematics) in 1883. In 
1895 he became professor of calculus at the university of Messina where he stayed until the earthquake of 
1908. Then he moved to the University of Pavia and in 1924 in Milan until he retired. His main 
contributions concern real and complex analysis.  
 
Giuseppe Zurria (1810-1896) was professor of calculus at the University of Catania since 1835. He 
especially contributed to special function and celestial mechanics. He was one of the most influential 
mathematicians of the first half of the 19th century in Sicily. He was a member of Accademia Gioenia, where 
he played a significant role. 
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2. Mathematics teachers or assistant professors (liberi docenti), who never became university professors 
 
Giorgio Aprile (1884-???) was born in Sicily (Modica) and graduated from the University of Naples in 
1910. Then he came back to Sicily as a secondary school teacher. He taught at the University of Catania (as 
assistant professor of Michele Cipolla and Carlo Severini) from 1910 to 1916 and then from 1922 to 1934. 
He was interested in mathematical physics, geometry and algebra. (Annuario dell’Università di Catania; 
Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Michelangelo Bartolo (1890-1968) studied at the universities of Naples and then Catania. He graduated in 
1916 and obtained his “laurea magistrale” in 1919. He spent two years as a soldier in World War I (1915-
1916), but health problems forced him to come back home.  
He was assistant professor of analytic and projective geometry with Scorza and Marletta. In 1921 he became 
secondary school teacher in Sicily; from 1925 to 1928 he was in Tripoli and then in Acireale, Catania, 
Cosenza and Messina. In 1934 he came back to Libia and then moved to Rome, where he was the director 
of the Liceo Scientifico Cavour. He retired in 1960.  
(http://www.istitutobartolo.it/documenti/Michelangelo%20Bartolo.pdf; Annuario dell’Università di 
Catania ; Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Augusto Biffignandi was a secondary school mathematics teacher, who taught in Poggio Mirteto (Rieti) 
and Acireale. He exchanged some letters with Giuseppe Peano and was a follower of Peano’s ideas on 
logics and teaching. (Fondo Giuseppe Peano, Biblioteca Civica di Cuneo) 
 
Domenico Cafiero (1877-1942) graduated in mathematics. He founded the Scuola di Commercio of Riposto 
– the town near Catania where he was born – in 1907. He was a pioneer of technical education in Italy. 
(Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania; see also M. Marino, Breve storia delle cattedre di analisi 
matematica dell’Università di Catania nei 150 anni dell’Italia Unitaria, BAG, vol. 46, 2014, p. 91-105 
http://www.gioenia.unict.it/bollettino/bollettino2013/specialFocusEdition/marino.pdf) 
 
Gaetano Caldarera (1865-19?) served during 1892-1906 as assistant in several disciplines at the 
University of Catania. He was Pieri’s assistant for 1900-1901. Caldarera published about seven papers on 
various geometrical questions in Sicilian journals (AAZ and AAG) but also in Giornale di Matematiche. His 
papers mainly concern elementary geometry. (Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Claudio Carrone graduated from the University of Catania in 1897. His thesis is entitled 
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“Le trasformazioni birazionali fra due spazi a n dimensioni con particolare considerazione al caso di n = 4” 
and a summary is contained in AAG. (Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Alfredo Cataliotti (1895-19?) studied at the University of Catania and graduated in 1919 after interrupting 
his studies for fighting in World War I. His thesis entitled “Sulle superficie razionali d’ordine 6 e 7, con un 
fascio di cubiche piane razionali” and focused on the classification of rational surfaces of order 6 and 7. He 
was assistant professor of descriptive geometry from 1920 to 1929, when he became mathematics teacher 
at the Liceo of Fiume. (Annuario dell’Università di Catania; Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Sebastiano Catania (1853-1946) taught (descriptive, projective, higher) geometry at the University of 
Catania from 1886 to 1915. In 1888 he became a mathematics teacher at the Istituto Nautico in Catania. He 
was interested in didactics of mathematics, and collaborated with journals addressed to mathematics 
teachers, such as Periodico di Matematica and Il Pitagora. He published some mathematical treatises for 
secondary schools inspired by Peano’s ideas of the Formulario Mathematico. (Annuario dell’Università di 
Catania; Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Francesco D’Amico (1876-19??) studied at the University of Catania from 1899 to 1904. In 1905 he had 
been assistant professor of algebra and analytic geometry until 1908, when he was appointed mathematics 
teacher at the R. Scuola Tecnica of Terranova (Sicily). In 1910 he moved to Rome and in 1914 to Messina. 
(Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Pasquale De Pasquale (1894-19??) graduated from the University of Catania in 1915. His thesis concerns 
the theory of curves and was supervised by G. Marletta. (Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Alfio Fichera was a teacher, who probably taught natural sciences at the R. Istituto tecnico in Messina and 
then in Acireale. He was a corresponding and then an ordinary member of the Accademia dei Dafnici of 
Acireale. (Atti e rendiconti dell’Accademia Dafnica di scienze lettere ed arti di Acireale, vol. 6, 1898) 
 
Paolino Fulco graduated from the University of Messina in 1898. He became mathematics teacher at 
secondary schools in Messina and the in Catania. In 1902 he moved to Naples, in 1908 to Savona, and then 
to other schools. (Bollettino del naturalista: collettore, allevatore, coltivatore, acclimatatore, vol. 19, 1902; 
Annuario dell’Università di Messina) 
 
Niccolò Giampaglia studied at the University of Catania from 1896 to 1903. Mario Pieri supervised his thesis 
entitled “Sull’incidenza di punti, rette e piani”. As remarked in a document signed by the members of the 
thesis-committee, Pieri, Sebastiano Catania and Giuseppe Lauricella, “some of Giampaglia’s formulae have 
been deduced by H. Schubert at the same time, and published in a paper appeared in the last volume of 
Math. Annalen (Bd. 57, II Heft)”. In 1905 he served as assistant professor of Marletta in teaching projective 
and descriptive geometry, but without salary. (Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Gelsomina Grimaldi (1894-??) came from a family devastated by the earthquake in Messina. So she is 
exempted from payment of tuition fees during his University studies in Catania from 1913 to 1918. His 
thesis “Delle superficie algebriche d’ordine 7 con infinite coniche” concerns the theory of surfaces. 
(Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Natale Marseglia was a mathematics teacher at the R. Liceo in Acireale (Catania) and an active member of 
the Accademia degli Zelanti. In 1897 He published the book Sulle piccole oscillazioni di un sistema 
meccanico intorno ad una posizione di equilibrio stabile concerning questions of classic mechanics. (Atti 
Società Italiana Mathesis, 1922) 
 
Michele Morale (1874-??) studied mathematics at the University of Catania from 1894 to 1899. In 1901 he 
became mathematics teacher at Sicilian secondary schools. His interests focused on geometry of curves 
and surface, on which he published some mathematical papers. 
(Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
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Roberto Occhipinti (1881-??) graduated in mathematics from the University of Palermo in 1913. He soon 
became mathematics teacher at secondary schools and from 1928 also taught calculus at the University of 
Palermo. (Edizione Nazionale  Mathematica Italiana, centro di Ricerca Matematica “Ennio de Giorgi”, 
http://mathematica.sns.it/autori/) 
 
Luciano Orlando (1887-1915) graduated in mathematics from the University of Messina in 1887. He was a 
student of Giuseppe Bagnera and Roberto Marcolongo. In 1903 he became assistant professor at the 
University of Messina. In 1908, after the earthquake of Messina, he moved to Rome. He never became 
university professor and taught at military schools in Rome. He fell in World War I near Isonzo (Italian 
front). (Edizione Nazionale Mathematica Italiana, centro di Ricerca Matematica “Ennio de Giorgi”; 
Annuario dell’Università di Messina) 
 
Maria Precchia (1893-19??) graduated from the University of Catania in 1915 with a thesis entitled “Sopra 
l’algebra delle funzioni permutabili di 2° specie”, supervised by Michele Cipolla. She served as assistant 
professor of calculus in 1915-16 (with no salary) and then became mathematics teacher at secondary 
schools. (Archivio storico dell’Università di Catania; see also L. Branciforte, R. Tazzioli, La presenza delle 
donne nella matematica e nel suo insegnamento, in: Per un bilancio di fine secolo. Catania nel Novecento 
(ed. by C. Dollo), Società di Storia Patria per la Sicilia Orientale, 2002, pp. 95-112.) 
 
Sebastiano Ragonesi graduated in mathematics from the University of Catania in 1917/18. His thesis 
concerns the theory of surfaces and was probably supervised by Giuseppe Marletta. A summary of his 
thesis was published in AAZ. (Archivio Storico dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Rosario Scaccianoce (1880-??) studied at the University of Catania from 1900 to 1904. His thesis concerns 
the theory of cubic lines. He was assistant professor in 1905 (but with no salary). (Archivio Storico 
dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Giuseppe Tedesco (1889-19??) graduated in mathematics from the University of Catania in 1914 with a 
thesis on “helices and algebraic roulettes” probably supervised by Michele Cipolla. He was assistant 
professor of Marletta and taught descriptive geometry from 1912 to 1915. He went to the front in World 
War I, as evidenced by a letter of Marletta to “the Rettore dell’Università di Catania”. (Archivio Storico 
dell’Università di Catania) 
 
Sebastiano Vella (1889-19??) graduated in mathematics from the University of Catania in 1915. He was 
mobilized in Messina, then in Turin and finally he went to the Italian front for ten months. He came back to 
Catania and graduated in mathematical-physical sciences in 1919 with a thesis on magnetic induction. 
Then he attended the Scuola di Magistero for being a mathematics teacher. (Archivio Storico 
dell’Università di Catania) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


