
Prizes 

!  Prizes and awards were assigned to 

scientific journals and societies like 

the Bollettino di Matematica, the 

Annali di Matematica and the 

Mathematics Circle of Palermo  

[Annuario A. It. 

1931, III, p. 257, 

258; 1932, IV, p. 

311] 



The tasks of the Royal Academy of Italy 

To conserve the national character in all its purity, this is the criteria to 

which we must aspire; it’s a fallacy to say that science has no motherland. 

Even if science does not have country and nationality, scientists are men 

and they themselves (as men) have a homeland. Gioberti used to warn that 

Italian science should not servilely draw from outside its forces, but spring 

from Italian own genius. It should no longer happen that our scientists’ 

discoveries be awarded their first recognition or be adopted for their 

widespread applications beyond our borders; in just the same way, from 

now on, it shall be possible to highlight and enhance our huge wealth of 

treasures still unknown or lost, product of Italian genius. [Annuario Ac. It. 

1929, I, p. 35] 

 



Memorie della Classe di 

Scienze Fisiche Matematiche e 

Naturali 

 
!  Appeared between 1930 and 1942 

!  ten volumes in quarto format and 

totalling over 40,000 pages 

!  Limited to the Class of Physical, 

Mathematical and Natural 

Sciences 

!  important essays by Severi, 

Bompiani and Fantappié, as well 

as mathematical works by new 

generation scholars, and papers in 

Physics by the School of Fermi  



Memorie della Classe di Scienze 

!  Disciplines such as functional 

analysis, probability calculus, 

m a t h e m a t i c a l  l o g i c  a n d 

mathematical physics, tensor 

c a l c u l u s ,  n u m b e r t h e o r y , 

foundational studies and research on 

mathematics education remained 

neglected  

1935 

!  At the origin of such a editorial line one should identify the strong influence 

of Severi 

!  the justifications which refer to the true characters of the Latin mathematical 

genius appear to be a mere facade. [F. Severi, Peut-on parler d’un esprit 

latin même dans les mathématiques?, Revue Scientifique (Revue Rose 

Illustrée), 73 (28 settembre 1935), p. 581-589] 



Atti della Reale Accademia 

d’Italia. Rendiconti della 

Classe di Scienze Fisiche, 

Matematiche e Naturali 

 
!  Published between 1940 and 

1944 

 

!  articles, reviews, obituaries, the 

catalogue of Italian and 

foreign books and journals 

received as gifts by the 

Academy’s Library, … 

!  ‘heirs’ of the ancient series of 

Rendiconti of the Academy of 

Lincei 



Atti della Reale Accademia d’Italia 

!  only in exceptional cases may works by foreign authors be published. 
[Annuario Ac. It. 1929, I, p. 336; 1932, IV, p. 270] 

!  the use of any language other than Italian was strictly forbidden. 

!  It is necessary to publish and update a Dictionary which defines scientific 

terms, to unify the nomenclature, and to introduce Italian names for terms 

and concepts created by foreigners and not yet fully accepted into our 

language. [Annuario Ac. It. 1930, II, p. 378] 

!  bibliographic references were subjected to scrupulous monitoring.  



Annuario of the Royal 

Academy of Italy 
!

 

!  published from 1929 to 1942 

!  a ‘lens’ that reflect the very 

life of the Academy, and the 

very action of its members to 

bypass the autarchic duties 

!  minutes of the monthly 

meetings of the Academy’s 

Classes, those of the four annual 

plenary reunions, and a detailed 

report of all the activities 

carried out by members  


