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The two-year cycle of the Britaix seminar has come to an end. It has mainly been devoted to the 
edition and translation of Early-Modern texts in the digital era. Different viewpoints have 
been expressed in the various sessions of the Britaix seminar. Scholars, publishers, translators 
and scholarly editors have given papers about the advent of Digital Humanities and the 
consequences of this new environment on the edition of texts and translations. These different 
approaches enrich our understanding of the complex phenomena engendered by the swift 
mutations that accompany the emergence of Digital Humanities in academic daily life. 
 
Trying to establish a synthesis is a challenge in itself for various reasons that are examined in 
this paper. 
 
 
First of all, the domain of Digital Humanities is an evolving research field and it is definitely a 
scientific environment in the making. We have been currently witnessing one of the most 
drastic changes in publishing texts since the use of Gutenberg’s printing press. 
 
Either they be scholars, publishers, translators or scholarly editors, all of them have to cope 
with the new technological advances in the field of computer science applied to humanities 
and social sciences. The scientific community at large has been trying to benefit from the 
generalisation of the use of digital resources since the introduction of Digital Humanities. 
 
 
I have chosen to highlight the case in point of scholarly editions. 
 
Linda Bree, Commissioning Editor at Cambridge University Press, recalled that scholarly 
editions are rather expensive and have a small circulation compared to World’s Classics 
editions. She also said: “the digital age […] offers massive new opportunities and massive 
new challenges.” She mentioned the use of the “technological assistance of digital imaging 
techniques” in scholarly editions. Digital printing enables researchers to have a larger and 
cheaper access to earlier scholarly editions. 
 
I would like to lay emphasis on what digital scholarly editions enable researchers to do more 
effectively: 
- the scholar or the student can look for some occurrences of words or phrases by browsing 
the digital version of a scholarly edition 
- the editor can easily display emendations or different versions, especially with the dynamic 
use of hyperlinks 
 
The reproduction of a scholarly edition on electronic book readers is a real challenge, in that 
the page layout needs to combine the text itself, textual notes and explanatory notes. These 
new digital supports offer new reading experiences. The insertion of hyperlinks within the 
text considerably changes the way one can read a scholarly edition. 
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Bob Owens, Professor of Literature at the University of Bedforshire, offered us a reflection 
over the edition of literary works and he envisaged the future of scholarly editions in the 
electronic age. He pointed out the various questions an editor is led to answer when they have 
to choose the “copy-text,” which is the text on which a scholarly edition is based. The long 
active process of editing can incorporate various emendations and corrections to be as close to 
the intentions of the author as possible. This process can include the adding of potential 
revisions by the author in later editions. 
 
We are currently witnessing a reshaping of the list of canonical writers based on financial 
issues: only the editions of canonical writers are likely to benefit from large funding whereas 
the editions of less-known writers will probably have to plan less ambitious projects implying 
cheaper expenses. This means that the latter will be developed under a strict limitation of the 
budget. 
 
 
Here is a brief outlook of the various technical solutions that have been mentioned in this 
seminar. 
 
The overgrowing development of online resources has ensured a large visibility and has 
helped to promote a good web indexing. The latter relies on an appropriate choice of metadata. 
 
Despite various incentives that contribute to an increasingly amount of digital material online, 
one has to notice that those digital projects are divided into some major categories, depending 
on the targeted audience: 
 
- On the one hand, subscription-only websites often give access to extensive digital material 
for scholars but the subscription can be rather expensive and may consequently restrict the 
audience. 
 
- On the other hand, open access initiatives have begun to overwhelmingly change research 
activities as scholars could have access to an incredible amount of data in a very short span of 
time. In France, the Cléo (an acronym standing for The Centre for Open Access Edition) has 
created the OpenEdition portal on which over 400 journals are available freely: 
http://www.openedition.org/?lang=en 
 
Moreover, the Dublin Core metadata inserted in every article published on the OpenEdition 
portal actively take part in the promotion of articles and of their authors, as well as the 
generalized use of one Digital Object Identifier for each article on the platform. 
 
Local research initiatives highly benefit from open access because they can gain international 
recognition and visibility very easily. By doing so, it is getting easier and easier for them to 
receive European grants in order to develop their research fields. 
 
 
- Yet, there are some alternatives between a completely free model and a subscription-only 
model. OpenEdition Freemium, for instance, combines the advantages of free access to HTML 
articles and a restricted access to ePub and PDF articles. Other journal publishers support open 
access but authors have to pay in order for their articles to be published. 
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Institutional repositories (such as HAL-SHS in France: http://halshs.archives-
ouvertes.fr/index.php?langue=en) are getting increasingly popular among scholars and 
researchers because everyone in the world can have access to their publications freely. 
 
 
Here is a selection of digital resources presented during the two-year cycle: 
 
- Études Épistémè: an online journal (http://revue.etudes-episteme.org/) 
 
- grant-funded projects with restricted access: very rich digital material reserved to scholars 
and subscribers: 
 

• Women and Gender Studies Resources, Princeton (http://libguides.princeton.edu/wgs) 
 

• The Orlando Project, Cambridge: a database about Women’s Writing in the British 
Isles from the Beginnings to the Present (http://orlando.cambridge.org/) 
 

• The Oxford Scholarly Editions Online, Oxford: The portal gathers a large collection of 
scholarly editions of writers that were active between 1485 and 1700. 
(www.oxfordscholarlyeditions.com/) 

 
- Free open access projects: 
 

• The Surman Index Online (the Dr Williams’s Centre for Dissenting Studies, Queen 
Mary University London: http://surman.english.qmul.ac.uk/, a database with two main 
research methods: browse and search) 
 

• The Dissenting Academies Project (the Dr Williams’s Centre for Dissenting Studies, 
Queen Mary University London: http://dissacad.english.qmul.ac.uk/, a digital resource 
for the study of the dissenting academies in the British Isles from 1660 to 1860) 
 

• The Internet Archive (a digital libray of free books, movies and music: 
www.archive.org), 
 

• Project Gutenberg (free ebooks: www.gutenberg.org/) 
 
- Research blogs (http://dissent.hypotheses.org/, http://epistemeparis3.wordpress.com/) 
 
- Social bookmarks managers (Delicious: http://delicious.com/britaix) 
 
The second point of this synthesis is dedicated to one of the main challenges of the Digital 
Humanities, which is the storage of digital data in terms of durability. “Digital humanists” 
should ensure that scholarly editions, for instance, will be available on a long-term basis, in 
spite of the constant emergence of new technologies that lead to the quick obsolescence of 
prior technologies. 
 
For instance, twenty years ago, it was common practice to store data on floppy disks. 
Nowadays, it becomes increasingly difficult to reread such data as the storage has considerably 
evolved for the past ten years. The use of USB sticks and portable hard drives to store data has 
been generalised. 
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A new technological breakthrough has been completely changing the way we store large 
amounts of data. The skyrocketing development of virtual storage has been popularized by 
cloud computing, which is closely linked to the concept of big data, hence the emergence of 
new opportunities for scholars and researchers that can benefit from data-mining. Actually, 
the exploitation of big data reveals some interesting interconnections between various topics 
that would have remained unknown without the analysis of the contents of several databases 
on different topics. 
 
Eventually, what is really at stake is the durability of the data storage and hence the importance 
of its price. The maintenance cost of large servers and databases has to be taken into account at 
the very beginning of a Digital Humanities project. It is part and parcel of the total provisional 
budget. 
 
 
Another issue which is linked to the concept of Digital Humanities is the essential need for 
norms and standards. As a lot of projects have been developed using digital techniques, a 
search for uniformity in the text formats needs to be implemented. 
 
That is why the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI: http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml) has been 
introduced. As is mentioned on the homepage of the website, “The Text Encoding Initiative 
(TEI) is a consortium which collectively develops and maintains a standard for the 
representation of texts in digital form.” (Retrieved 27 December 2013). 
 
The OpenEdition portal in France has adopted the TEI standards for the electronic journal 
websites that are hosted on its platform. 
 
It seems fairly difficult to predict what the future of Digital Humanities will be, as new 
techniques constantly appear at a higher pace. Thus, the scientific community will have to stay 
constantly aware of the computing developments so that researchers and scholars might 
become familiar with those new techniques as fast as possible to improve their effectiveness. 
 
 
To conclude this synthesis, I quote Jerome McGann, a co-founder of the Institute for 
Advanced Technology in the Humanities (University of Virginia). In a book that has just been 
published1, he says: “Here is surely a truth now universally acknowledged: that the whole of 
our cultural inheritance has to be […] reedited in digital forms and institutional structures” 
(2014 1). He emphasizes the “migration of our traditional cultural inheritance to a system of 
digital storage, access and reuse” (2014 10). 

1 McGann, Jerome. A New Republic of Letters: Memory and Scholarship in the Age of Digital Reproduction. 
Cambridge (MA): Harvard University Press, 2014. 
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