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1. BACKGROUND 

The present call for scientific expertise is part of a wider program funded by the European Union titled 
“Promotion Governance and Citizenship in Palestine”. 
French and Palestinian organizations including AFRAT, Tétraktys, and Institute for Community 
Partnership/Bethlehem University and the Palestinian Centre for Rapprochement between People have 
launched this program in order to contribute to strengthening the Palestinian identity and citizenship 
through re-appropriation of historical and cultural heritage (research, preservation, promotion) along 
the Masar Ibrahim (Abraham Path). 
 
The 4 partners have previously collaborated in the “Rural Development Program along the Abraham Path” 
that establishes a trekking route across the West Bank. This program is currently financed by the French 
Development Agency (AFD), the World Bank, and French local authorities. The Masar crosses the West 
Bank from north to south, passing through towns, villages, encampments and refugee camps, thereby 
reflecting Palestinian identity in all its plurality and complexity.  
 
Based on this previous partnership, the EU program aims to consolidate the social cohesion between the 
different components of the Palestinian population through the re-appropriation of historical and cultural 
heritage along Masar Ibrahim. 
Working at enhancing social cohesion means to act at different levels: 
- Bonding social cohesion is about the relations between people of the same social group or community.  
- Bridging social cohesion is about the relations between people from different groups or communities. 
- Vertical social cohesion is about the hierarchical interactions or relations between people with different 
levels of power. 
- Horizontal social cohesion is about the relations between persons with equal levels of power. 
The program’s approach aims at enhancing these four types of relations/links in order to positively 
influence peaceful relations between people from complex and fragmented Palestinian society. 
 
During the 30 months of the program’s duration, the following complementary objectives will be 
fostered: 

- Improve knowledge about Palestinian heritage 
- Strengthen local governance and enhance the capacities of key actors to preserve and promote 

heritage and involve national authorities 
- Raise awareness about cultural diversity and appropriation of Palestinian identity 

 
The first activity of the program was to establish a Researcher Committee composed of Palestinian and 
French researchers, who supported the project team to determine six particularly relevant topics on 
heritage along the Masar Ibrahim. 
During a brainstorming meeting held in Palestine at the beginning of March, the members of the 
Researcher Committee selected the six topics below: 

- The Maqâm as a place of popular practices: evolution and diversity. 
- From terraces to settlements: the testimony of Masar Ibrahim’s landscapes.  
- “The one who has olive oil will never be poor”. Material and political aspects of a Palestinian 

symbol. 
- Necessity of water and problems: source of life, claim for heritage? 
- Architecture and ways of living: traditional and modern Palestinian villages and cities. 
- Hikayat Palestine through the Masar Ibrahim: dialects, oral memories and histories. 

Today, 6 calls for scientific expertise are launched in order to inventory the scientific researches that 
already exist on the 6 determined topics, synthesize the information, and fill the gaps through field 
research when is needed.  
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The 6 expertise will be shared through an online platform and they will be the input for the creation of 
educational tools, which will be the base for the training and raise awareness activities of the EU program. 

Here below the ToR for the topic: 

“The one who has olive oil will never be poor”. Material and political aspects of a Palestinian 
symbol. 

 

2. DEFINTION of the TOPIC  

Under this general topic, the research committee of the EU program pointed out 3 mainly sub themes: 

- Agricultural technics 
The expert will elaborate the sub-them as how olive trees are a major agricultural crop in the Palestinian 
territories, where they are mostly grown for olive oil production. Besides, Olive trees are seen as being a 
major component of traditional Palestinian farming life, with several generations of families gathering 
together to harvest the olives for two months from mid-September. The expert will explain how the 
harvest season is often associated with celebration for these families, and family and local community 
celebrations are organized with traditional Palestinian folk music and dancing.  

 
- Farmers’ knowledge and traditional skills and the modes of transmission. 

Expert will explain how farmers take care of the olive trees generation after generation. The olive tree is 
very hardy as it is quite drought, disease and fire resistant, and it can live to a great age.  
Expert will also elaborate on whereas in the past the olive harvest traditionally provided employment for 
thousands upon thousands of people in each region, with families working together to bring in the crops, 
to press the olives, to manufacture the by-products (and to export them), there are now fewer people 
who can earn a living this way; as a result, Palestinian families are struggling desperately.  
The expert will highlight and focus on the destruction of Palestinian olive groves and orchards is just 
another human rights issue here as people already struggling under the threat of occupation, arrest, 
harassment and death are also denied a source of income and sense of normality in carrying out their 
traditional livelihoods. 
 

- Representations of the olive tree (social, politics, economic …) and its uses as a symbol.  
The expert will highlight and present the concept of Olive trees from the point of view of the Palestinians 
that carry more than an economic significance in the lives of Palestinians. They are not just like any 
another trees, they are symbolic of Palestinians’ attachment to their land. Because the trees are draught-
resistant and grow under poor soil conditions, they represent Palestinian resistance and resilience. The 
fact that olive trees live and bear fruit for thousands of years is parallel to Palestinian history and 
continuity on the land. Palestinians are proud of their olive trees; they take care of them with care and 
appreciation. Some families have trees that have been passed down to them for generations and the olive 
harvest season in October bears a socio-cultural meaning where families come together to harvest olive 
trees bearing in mind that their forefathers and mothers had tended to the same trees several years ago.  
 
 

3. DUITIES & RESPONSABILITIES 

The purpose of the assignment is to undertake a literature review of the scientific researches that already 
exist on the topic, synthetize them and fill the gaps through research field when is needed. 
The selected expert will provide the Project team with the following deliverables:  
- A research paper (max. 20.000 words) gathering the scientific research results that already exist on the 
topic, updated and synthetized them. 
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- A syntheses of the research paper (max 3.000 words). The aim of this synthesis is to “vulgarise” the 
research paper and make it accessible for large public. Furthermore, the syntheses will be used to create 
educational tools on the topic. 
- A public presentation: The expert will present the research paper during a seminar in Palestine (October 
2018).  
 

4. TIMEFRAME 

The expertise shall begin from the 11th June 2018 and be completed by the 30th September 2018. 
 

5. EXPECTED OUTPUTS & DELIVERABLES 

Under the direct supervision of the project team and the referents of the Research Committee, the 
selected expert will be expected to submit the following: 
 

Deliverables/ Outputs 
Estimated Duration 
to Complete 

Review and 
Approvals Required 

Deliverable 1: Submit a detailed plan of the research 
paper and syntheses 

one month after the 
beginning of the 
assignment 

Referent Research 
team and project 
managers 

Deliverable 2: Submit a draft of the first part of the 
research paper with the related syntheses 

two months after the 
beginning of the 
assignment 

Referent Research 
team and project 
managers 

Deliverable 3: Submit a draft of the whole research 
paper and syntheses 

3 months after the 
beginning of the 
assignment 

Referent Research 
team and project 
managers 

Deliverable 4: A final draft of the whole research paper 
and syntheses 

the 15th of 
September 2018 

Referent Research 
team and project 
managers 

 
 

6. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT 

During all the process, the expert will be consult with and submit interim reports to the two members of 
the Research Committee: 

- Dr. Jamil Khader, Ph.D., Dean of Research at Bethlehem University 
- Dr. NajlaNakhlé- Cerruti, Research fellow in Arts & Literature (The French Centre for the Near 

East, Ifpo). 
 

 

7. REQUIRED SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE 

The successful candidate must have the following:  
- Research experience (a minimum of 3 years) in one or several fields of study that include: 

geography, archaeology, anthropology, land use planning, sociology… 
- Fundamental knowledge of own discipline  
- Fundamental knowledge of the Palestinian and the Middle East culture is an advantage 
- Flexibility and adaptability to uncertain environments 
- Ability to work independently and find solutions 
- Prior international experience 
- Maintains an established network of contacts for general information sharing and to remain up-

to-date on topic related issues 
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- Excellent communication, drafting, presentation and reporting skills (2 copies of previous 
researches to be submitted) 

- Fluency in oral and written English is a must. Good Arabic is an advantage.   
 

8. SCOPE OF PRICE PROPOSAL 

The range of the contract value is between €8,000 and € 10,000 (Incl. VAT).  
The financial proposal will include a breakdown of the amount (number of anticipated working days). 
In country cost relating to field missions and to the participation in the seminar (October 2018) in 
Palestine (in country transport costs, accommodation and subsistence) are included in the total amount 
of the financial proposal. 
 

9. DOCUMENTS TO BE INCLUDED WHEN SUBMITTING THE PROPOSALS 

Candidates wishing to be considered for this assignment are required to submit the following documents 
to demonstrate their qualifications: 

1. CVs of the expert/s who will undertake the assignment.  
2. A short concept note including proposed approach and brief methodology (no more than 4 A4 

pages).  
3. Academic references. 
4. Maximum 2 examples of previous researches conducted by the applicant on related topics. 
5. A financial proposal. 

 

10. EVALUATION 

The evaluation criteria will be the following: 
- Research experience:  20 points max. 
- Fundamental knowledge of own discipline: 15 points max. 
- Fundamental knowledge of the Palestinian and the Middle East culture is an advantage: 10 points 

max. 
- Prior international experience: 5 points max. 
- Excellent communication, drafting, presentation and reporting skills: 10 points max. 
- Fluency in oral and written English: 10 points max. 
- Good Arabic: 5 points max. 
- Technical proposal with clear methodology: 25 points max. 

Maximum obtainable points: 100 points max. 
 

11. DEADLINE 

Applications to be sent no later than the 28th May 2018 to Anna Castelnuovo – 
anna.castelnuovo@afrat.com and to Maysoun Ramadan - mramadan@bethlehem.edu  
Please, indicate “Olive tree -expertise EU project ENI/2017/390-692” as subject of your e-mails. 
 

12. CONTACT DETAILS 

AFRAT - Association pour la Formation des Ruraux aux Activités du Tourisme www.afrat.com 
afrat@afrat.com 
Anna Castelnuovo - International Project Manager anna.castelnuovo@afrat.com +33 (0)4 76 95 35 08 
 
Bethlehem University, Institute for Community Partnership- ICP  http://icp.bethlehem.edu  - 
icp@bethlehem.edu  
Maysoun Ramadan, EU national Project Manager, mramadan@bethlehem.edu , +792562140071   
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